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The World Evangelical Alliance and the World Council of Churches express our
grave concern at the ongoing deterioration of the situation of freedom of religion in
Algeria.



Since the end of 2019, at least 22 Christians, including senior church leaders, have
been prosecuted and sentenced for the peaceful exercise of their Christian beliefs
and received immediate or suspended prison sentences and fines.

Since 2017, Algerian authorities closed two-thirds of the Protestant Evangelical
churches citing the practice non-Muslim worship unauthorized by the national
committee for religious practice.

However, not a single request for non-Muslim authorization was approved by
authorities in accordance with the ordinance 06-03 of 2006. Not a single Protestant
church received such an authorization.

Furthermore, the Protestant Church of Algeria — Eglise Protestante d’Algérie, EPA —
is the association representing most Protestant churches in Algeria registered in
Algeria in 1974. It is a member of the World Evangelical Alliance and the World
Council of Churches.

The Association had to renew its registration after a 2012 change in the law. So far,
the Algerian authorities have refused to renew the registration, even though the
EPA meets all legal requirements.

We call on the government of Algeria to allow forcibly closed Protestant churches to
reopen and provide greater clarity and support on the registration process for
religious minorities to become recognized associations. We also call on the
government of Algeria to drop all the unfair court cases and accusations against
Christians.



